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HISTORY OF BSSCAMDIA COUNTY, AGARIIA 
CHAPTER I. 
‘Formation of the County, ep tnd iron 


Escanbla County was created by an act of he lecloe 
lature December 10, 1663, Its territory was oricinclly a 
pert of Belétrin end Conecuh Comtiess” end wes mode a part 
of the eloventh sudietel eircult ef Alabama, ond wes move 
em port of the fifth chancery diatrict of the southern chme 
cery division of slab enne” It was nanod for tho cloor cnd 
broad river which io forned within its Llinits, and wos chris-_ 
tened by the Spentards two conturies ago. 

The area of Escambia, Coumbty is 957 square mien 


Location end Physical Description 


Escambia Coumty is situated in tho southern scetion of 
the state, snd lics along the northern boundery of rloricae 
I$ is boundod on the north by Monroe ond Conecth, on the 
eost by Covington, on the south by the stete line, cud on 
the woat by Daldwin Countye The coumty is fifty-four niles 


Long fron east to weot, ond efchteen miles wide fron rorth 


~A00, 166s. 
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to southe I$ prosents no stritcing elovationse It 1s_ 

araoinea by the Conecuh Rivor, which flows across its entire 
arene This river follows a winding coured. end nost the 
Florida Line ere mony deat rivers end lakes in the Low dottons. 
The princinal tributartica of the Conseuh Rivor are Sopalca 
River ent Murder Crock, dust. below the tom of Drowton Burnt - 
Com flows inte Nerter Crook. 9 zscembia River, now usally 
noted ca Little Usesmbie Creck, flows in a southerly dircetion 
through the counts, ont wt sh tts tetvutaries Grains the control 
pavte Bis Eacambia Creal: enters the comty near Conloy» the 
eocenbin flova into the Coneccuh gust below Flonaton, ani to= | 
gothor thoy form the Escambia River, which Afecharges into 

the Gal? through Sscambia Baye The Perdido drains tho southe 
wostorn scotion end Little River the northwestom section of 
the county. The county Lies wholly within the coastal plain, 
ond. ic Giviicé conorally inte two physlocrapnic divisions, the 
uplands end lowlonts. The uplonis consist of a Series 92 
breca witces end divides, troken by se woll Coveloped drainace 
oyotemn., nis division tm ecr ely geogrophia tincs was a crect 
plain, the rivera of which wero meriiod by tho tops of the 
present ridges which have 2 ceneral altitnuie ef S00 foot apove 
goa level. The Loulois gonnrios the rivers bottomae tho sure 
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Soile 

Drentyeolcht soil typos are rorrocentet, Sinoluiing 
GrMpe Thoca incliuie uplonts, Botton Ionia or olleviel 
sotlds The oils of the uplend @ivision vary fron erovoliy 
eccl mead Grevolly ooniy orn to centy Loon emi fino neniky 
Locn psd OLoye uch a2 the bott tom lente ere mabject to 
OVorl1loti. ‘ Bvidonce bas beer found at Drorton, both 2% 
Goptho of siz tr <adved foot and nana imized Loot, tht the 
qcouni xt those éepths one contained oyotos Dele. In Neri 
rs) voll &$ the neosont lee foetory of Growton a slap Log | 
vaS found at a donth of four TEEISES Zeot (1912. ye | 


Clinste == = 

fhe clinate of the county ig mild ond tenporatoe The 
summers ams long, with «a meen temperature of £80.29 PF. for 
the sumer montho. she proxinity ef the Golf serves to ctva 
& comoral wiiformtte: to the termoratnre throurhout she JOOP» 
south winds prevail durine the HUTIOP y ext the nichts are 
cool end plocsant. The winters are mild, The nom vi ater 
tennerature is 50.9° §. the nom emimal reinfeit fa 67.08 


inches.” 
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elim, 1. Loich liclilion, fntorviews, Septecbor 3, 1929, 
9 Soil carves, ODe Clues Oe 
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Tinber 

At the tine of ths earliest settlement of ths area 
now inciuled in Escambin County the uplands were covcred 
witn long lea? ycllow pine, oak, poplar, birch, cln, ash, 
dronveod, gum, magnolia, eyprose, bay, and syenmore, th 
eane being confined to the lover bottoms .20 But the glory 
Of focombia is her magnivicient forcsts of pinc. In this 
he expancive doemsins of yellow cr long leaf nine 
may be secnm in perfcetion. These pincs give rise to the 
chiot industries ef the county, timber, lumber, and 
turpentine buciness. Sone of the finest and best e..uipned 
faveniile ani tursontine dis Silleries Imown. to the South 
are found in Eseambia County. Timbers are hewn from the 
forests and rafted along the lnrge streacs to the sills 
to be convert peu into lumncr, or alse to Pensacola, whers 
& ready market avaits then. 

Artesian Prospects 
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fined to the vicinity of the Louisville ani doshville &ail- 
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but flowing wells should be obtained by roderately deep 
borings elsewhere in ths county where the altitude is not 
too ercat.2* | 

Most of the Artesian wells in tho county are at 
Brewton ani in its dnre Vicinity. The shallowest of 
uc flowing wells are aap forty fect dcep; thc dccpest: 
nearly 400 feet. The cater UO this evel as deedaedly | 
liny or rogmerian. 5 (se 

ine decpest borings mads in Escambia County 4s a well 
bored for 013 on the bans 02? Con secu River six niles above 
Roberta. <A ercat volune of water Was struck at Iess than 
700 fect. It vas estimated d that, when halt shut off, this 


wv was SOCO fallons par minute, and much greatcr before 
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Zio indians 
i% the tino of the Clacovery of JLab OnLy tno various 

mosiona mo ce ecinscedt unger tho Mughkoid stocis occtpicd 
Posner. OG plcecont Lovients of tho torrit omy which io 
Mov, wocrmiov.o County. Tho romaina of a Pow other stocks 
fniiccto thet the imictzolis wero not ita originel ccounents, 
Preuss wes oto thoels orn opinion » heir locends refor recd 
Ouro ONG & nc fie nortinrest ea the diroction whonco their 
encectors hed vandored sr Sho oorly oultnro of the iudikott 
tribes 15. Saitheuliiy Cenietad in the rocoria of tho cermpniz 


of Hormendo De Soto, who gousmozod through this country in 
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Political Growth 

This territory tas elaimed by Spain by richt of the 
discoverics of ee ths grant of the Pore, and the 
various spanich expeditions. Eneland clnainca it by right 
of tic discoverics of Cabot; while France could advance 
no bettcr title than micht be derived from the vovaoga of 
Verrazandg, Ino, ani vague traditions ef carlier visits of 
Eretoen adventurers, Cn a mop of the tine of Henry II of 
Fratiee, 211 Sorth Ancrias is nomed Terra Florida,” while 
the Bey of St. Wary was maried ty Spanish maps after the 
year 1549, 7 

the early Ssanish expeditions probably dic not reach 
So far north as sseanbia County, but this is not mown. 
Pamfilo Bs Narvaez in 1529 wandered not very far away, but 
mite io rot surltieicnt evidence to prove that his i11- 
7 


fated expedition reached Escanbia County. De Narvaez exe 


nibited no enterprise in exploring ths eountry arcund hin. 
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country, buS was incompetcnt for the position oft @ lcader.® 
De Vaeats narrative of the expedition ang schipurcek of 
RoLrvaoz and a Own personal adventures is exceccdingly 
intcresting, ac coutatning the observations of the first 
Duropean who traversed the rsgion now known as the Cotton 
States,” ant who, no doubt, wandered through Escambin County. 
This eoetion was deseribed oy Hakluvt and Da Vacr as the 
ricnsst country of the vorla.29 
Hernanda De Sota, a native of Spain, % 1040, very 
probably murched threugh Eseambia om hie way to Mobile where 
he fcught the famcus battle of Hauvillea, but his route is 
not definitely mown; since all expeditions fron his 
circetion came through Encambie, it is not IRsely that he 
Svolaci it; and 1% is B well mown, fact thet the Sz paniards 
marched in a cigsar fa shdoz, end Gometimes in a circuit 
The numercus Rees throughout the county might be 
the progeny of some of De Soto's supply of hogs. - Bourne 
characterizes this expedition as the most rc: arkeble exploring 


expedition in ths history of North America, + while Payne and 


[argent 

Ge Gorges : R. Fairbonks. History of -ricrida, 35, 
os 194) a Cie g “AG. 

1G: Loud, @; a ‘le 

ll. Sivard Gaylord Bourne, Spein in Amcrica, 165. 
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Spanish eetivity was principally confined to the 
settlement of Hast Floridc, tut hex authority wes sapposed 
to extend inderinittely.e then the Engnonots Pirst mate thoir 
eppeerence in 1562 ond 1564, spain was determminci, once and 
for ell, to eetilse the question of hee sovereisonty over 
Floridne’° Sinus the story of Now France opens with e tragedy. 
In 1565. St. Aucuctine was settled, bat Spain had nevor some 
aoned hor clain to thet territory, where, 17 sho hed not 
planted colonics, sho hat buried mew hundreds of her bravest 
sons. Shovld the proud Philip II abendion ra pert of his doe» 


17 
mintons to Prrnco. The sragedy wes tho end of Prench 
colonization on the sowthorn mainimd for nearly a century 


end e half; end the end forever. of the attonptsa to esteblich 
2, Imguenot retuce ond pover on this cide of the cone Their 
contribution to Ancrican lite was to be made as ae ueess 
& sturdy leaven in s convoniol thouch Por elem sociotye aa on 


tho other hend, noither uiencniow nor hia descemionts suce 


ecoceded in fowilince « Plourishing Spentoh comconity in Floricae 
Ecuelly without permemiont szcecss were the reponse efvorts 
Lo 


of nissionersy ben@éo to convert the indionde 
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The achievenents of La Sello on@ other iator Fronch 
explorozrs, hovever, pele before the exploits of tho Spaniards 
of the previous acee In colonisation end conquest we find 
the cone Cisnerit: Roe ; 

Spain hod insisted that the Gulf of Mexico wes a closod 
coc of its ome Louis AiV @onied the assumption, eréercd his 
oiins of var to @isrersard 4%, ent wishod a econveniont post 
conewhero on the Hississinnt River from which a dcacent into 
the. sea could rentily be nale; therefore, La Selle &escenicd 
the Kiscissinnp!t River end teok possession of tributerics to 
the Gulf in 1682 for rrences-* | 

Bus the honor of colonizing the southest of ovr 
Topuvlic belonss to the Zilinotrigas Cematcian, Lemoine Tbere 
Vilioe Tho most shii1ful naval officer in the service of 
lronee, tho idol of his countrynon, ofter the pence of Ryse 
wick ho sourht end obtained « commission for esteblishing — 
direct intercourse between Frence end the Miasiastontes, 

Tho fort of Pensacola hed beon eatabliched im 1699 ty 
6CO Smrmianis fron Yorn Croce This prior occupation is the 
rescon wiry, aftervezrd, Yonsrcola remained e part of rloridc, 
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wes drem vetucen the bays os Ponsocala ¢ end Hobile. in 


1729» the Freneh capturcd Pe Sitneala and expected 49 otond 


ey aerate, but vy the treaty of 1721 
% roverted to onc eine 


eye Bend influence to % 


“hese were quostions whieh were 
nevor to te sostled anionbdbly, 


Tha conflict which followea has come dom in hicte 
geo tho Srench end Indian Way, fr oucht to have boon eallcé 
tho war fo> possessions Vhon 4¢ Wes over, French power in 


25 
anerien wns Conese 
» a % &* *. “ 
"mglend,"® sald the kine, tneyor aera ae 


before, nor, I believes ONY other power in Europes” Baclend 
rocolvod the Floridass, houlntenn to the Mississippi, but 


without the {olend of Nov OrlLoones, on Vebruary 2c, 1963 the 


Treaty or raris WEA ratified. rans 


The ported of Sritioh ponnessten of the Ploriaan cn 


braces tronty years, rae incliies the era of th 


sricar 
ava tss4: rk Ke ls 
Revolutions. As from this fnet 44 tana ao peculiar interest, 
and has never boon deserihes by eny weitere then the Rrisiah 


eveminted the provines G0%0 teres after, they carrice with 
then all the dsecanents Pelcrr dn. to this neriod, and dew 
postiecd thom in Somerset ALL Lenfon, where secoriin: to 
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| positive Information, sesy tho Spanich Suzveyor Gonorel, 
Vinecons Pintado, they woro to be found in 1017, ond wie 
aoubtedly romain. 
In 1779 inclond doctored wor ogeinst Spaine Golvoz, 

a collens yous Spemisn governor of TLowisionna, mote o Goon 
upon tho “aslish forts in the south, apturing one after 
omothor bavore tho Sritich could intorforese LY 170% 21}, 

Hest Mlorida wes im possession of the Spanish, end thus 
Enclent lost control of the Gulf conste = 


Wisslosinnl forri tory 

Bo soonor 4a meLloné come inte possession of hez shore 
of territory thon ahe procected te cut 1% Upe. From tho junce 
tion of the Yasoo mé itissisolpyt Rivers she drew a lino dae 
enst slong 2 perollo2 gs about 32° 25%, to the fppolachicola, 
cn dovm that vivor te the Gul, end nomed the country thus 
eneloaca West Ploridae To what ic now tho State of Florida 

as of the Anpalechicola River she gave the present bounds 
emf the name Dest Ploridae purine fronty yeora these bounds 
end names remnine’ undisturbed; then, im 17S3, Groat sritcin 
efe the north bountery of West Florids the pereliol of S1- 


fron the Miostesippi to the Appod.nach nicole, ond cave the two 
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cocina powal hezoolf 
+e Ss to “srence, ghe dowd horcols ac civ bo. 2 nhnt 
Beene y bol civen her in 1765, and not wat “alone het cliven 
men TYROS eee beosty of LOOO wes & aeonty Of Te coaslon. 
era th sori rove becgiz to ore yea wi Lob erences ho given to hor 
£1 L7Go« & L7GG Opoin cid nos own vest TLOridGe she could 
115%, therertore, in 1000, he vo roeedcd. 4% Pronec, dorterson 
Poss: BL Leon Lowey gigned te) AneLat tesa eloricr ee 
In 1006 Pronce bef eolled to the United Stctes what eho 
pac. rocotved S2o0n Spas in in sco, and what she received im 1000 
wea a robvocescion of ep slie ecded to Spein fn 17655 ond 
eis of:0 eclod to opein in 1763 wao tho tersitory vest of tke 
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bomiderics established by Spein? It ia universally Imom 
thet Spain was peraltted to rennin in possession of Florida 
for ea long tine sudsecuont to October 1, 1000. The Covorne 
ment of tho Union paid datios on public goods in American 
veacels passing the Mobile River, 9" ae : 

The dlovyuted territory whick extonded from tho Uissise 
sippi to the Chattchooehce was finally evacunted, the United 
States, with the consont of Georgia, which also laid elein to 
tno lend by ronson of her chortor, established « territoricl 
forn of sovernnent for the dtatrict.” Thin was tho oricinel 
UWicsissipnt Territory of which Escembla Couty wes a parte 
In 1800 em oloctivo assembly was euthoricea,* end in 1962 
Georgina rolinguishea her cleine”* In 1804 the bownfory ves 
extonted nortinex’ to the Zomessea Line, &S and tus tho 
forsitory Incluied all that lend whieh is onvreced by the 
present states of Alobema end Wissiscippi, execnt the Lond 
lying below the thirty-first decree of Llotituies 
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Within this oxtonsive erca there wore no whito settloe}- 
nents ia ubat is now Eecembin County.2? while the Indicns 
4n the northorna pert of the state were edsorbdinc whet civie 
Lication th OF could, on@ wemnining frionély with the whitco, 
tho Creole, er the conteamsy, wero werliie end not inclinod 
to adept themselves to the now situation. The strength of 
theis confddorsey and the fret that their lonis boréercd 
‘upon Spenish Florida nay help to omplain their relative in~ 
depontont attitudes 9 ) 

Tho erticles exported fron Mobile and Tensacola, in 
1772, wore indico, rev hides, corn, fine centile, tallor, 
rice, pitch, bear's oll, tobccco, Gaz, squared tinbor, Indico 
scod, myrtio wort, codar posts emd planks, selted wild boect, 


pocen mits, eypresas and pine posrés, pions of vor ious wWdOdS, 


ohincles, @riod sel Lich, ecoontling, HAINAT TAs, COMCH, 
taves end heofine, hoong, orences, end peltry. 
Cotton was not omuicrated anong tho ‘articles of export, 


but it 19 nen$ioned as hoving boon, ab tact tine, cultivated 
to sono omtent, md nachineo for separating tho lint from the 
peed wore in Uusce oo 


37. Thomas Perkins Abernethy, The Formetive Period in Alebama, 9- 
Gde Toieg 15. Capen ye a ae 
eons So. S 


Spain end Enclend made lerge grants of land to the 
inhabitants of this county as their subjects. The Spanish 
grenvs covered many tracts for which British pa atents hed 
previously been issued; end henee the conflicting cleins 
to a great portion of the most valucble settled lands in 
the lUississippi Territory. The adjustment of these con= 
flicting clains gave the United States Govermnent 2 proet 
deal. of trouble.” 

Whis portion of the Uississippi Territory was utterly 
a@efenecless, entirely isoloted, and ‘gurrounded by Indien 
mations, on the north, ea ast, end west, while the trceacher- 
ous Sponiords wor e just below, at Mobile. To protect it, 
the Federal Government established a post upon the first 
bluf? below the confluence of the Tombicbee en@ Alobena. 
Cantain Shaunberg, of the “end recincnt, nor xzched fron Hatchez, 
with tyo comnanies, end built in 1799 a etait with one 
bastion, which was called fort Stoddart, end wes situated on 


4 
apsenal lending of Mount Vernon. = 
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Governor Sergent issued another proclamation in 1200 
deZinine the linits of “eshington County, embracing the 


popvlation upon the Tombisgbee and fAlabenee OF all countics 
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in territory. I% oxtendcd to the Chattahoochee on the 
ecot, ond to Peerl River on the west, ond was bounded on 
4ho south by the line of "al 28° » mae 

In 1203 the United States boucht from frence ell her 
possessions in Ancricae The United States claimed the 
Perdido River as the e2 stem Linit of the Louisiona rurcnacee 
Spain clained that Hobile hed been completely cut off fron 
Louisiona by the Treaty of Peris, and thet she held the city 
Dy rignt of concucst from the British.” General Janes 
Wil: inson moved saceinst it with Bee ond captured 

LL, 

it April 15, 1515. 

dust before the Var of 1e12 broice out, and Tecunseh 
undertook to unite all the western Indiens egainst the United 
States, he visivec the Crecks at one of their exeat councils, 
end the younger warriors were inc ited to wer against the 
wiites. Though the older chie?s reneined peaceful, the wer 


sg strong end presently took mavters into its owm 
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betrecnu Tecumseh and the chieis - Jeanthnertord, 


Osceola, and others - tools. place at Atnore jn one nortiersn 
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ease of tomm at Indian Pond, thich pond i nevor dry; 1% 
wos here that they were committed to wer, and marched to 
Fort Hins “6_ wor so excl to the whites end so fatel to 
the Crechks.s | 


: Burnt Comm Creek 


Burnt Corn Creek, a tributary to the Conecuh River, is 
in Escembia County. The nene is derived from a lerge spring 


which bursts from beneath the hill below the vVillase of the 


spring is situated on the old Pensscola 
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troil, ena wes a noted cenping ground during early Indion 
times. Neer Burnt Gorn m Springs, in the early years of the 
ninetcenth century, Lived the noted Creck Indian holt-breed, 
dancs Cornelis. He is authority for the statencnt that the 
mone wos given because of the Pindiy ng of @ pile of cherred 
er burnucd corn at the spring, Lert there by a sici: Indian. 
Nom of the hostile Creo Indians wounded at Fort Mins diced 
at Burnt Corn Sprinese Hear the crossing of the erecs and 
the old Pensecols trail, July 27,1813, the Darnt Corn Fight, 


the first encasement of the Creok Indien War of 1615-1614, 
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Battle of Burnt Corn 

The first engacenent between the pioncer scttlers in 
the southern pert of whet is now Alabama, end the hostile 
Creek Indiens, during the Creek Indian War of 1812-1614, 
occurred July 27,1815, near Burnt Corn preekc: in the north- 
erm pert of the present Escambia County « 

In the early sumer of 1813, large numbers of dis- 
affected Creeks assembled at the Holy Ground on the Alabama 
River. In duly, about 300 warriors Left the place, under 
the command of Peter Me Quecn, zim Boy, and Josiah Francis, 
for Pensacola. There they expected to secure enrunition 
for the impending wor. On the eeacone hostile ects were 
committed. It was subsequently leorned, through spies, that 
emmy supplies were furnished them at Pensacola by British 
esents end Spanish citizense 

| On information reaching the Pombigbee settlenents, 

Colonel Jemes Caller, senior militia officer of fiashinston 
County, at once organized en expedition +o intercept the 
Crecks on their return to the nation. At the head of three 
gnall conpenies, Colonel Celler eressed the Tombigbee; he 
received reinforcements, so thet finally his entire commend 
nunbered ebout 180 men, composed of white men, half breeds, 
and friendly Indiens. On the night of July 26, he camped 


near the present Bellville, end the next morning took the 
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line of merch dorm the Pensacola trail. 

| The forces met end fousht the Battle of Burnt Corn, 
so. called from tho name of the ereex on which it occurred. 
The battle opened with edvantese to the Americans, but after 
the Indiens had been driven from their ecanp, the Americans 
becen to gather the spoils end to cateh the Indien ponies. 
The Indians fired from the woods upon the whites in the open, 
chersed with yells, end threw them into confusion end flicht. 
The brave dceds and dering efforts of the officers failed to 
Check tne rout of the Americans. If wes sfterwerds considered 


4 
a discrace to have been in this partic: 


Treaty of Fort Jackson 


Generel Andrew Jackson broke the power of the Creek 
Indians 9t Eorschoe Bend, Nerch 27, 1814, end by the treaty 
Jackson August 9, 1814, the Indiens were compellcd 
to poten tends thet opened up half the present area of the 


tate to the whites. This cession was demanded as paynent 


end punishment for the expenses end losses of the war. It 
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Bureau of Ethnology, 18 Annual Report, Plate I. 
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Alosbdens Territory 
The ect establishing ALebema Territory ves gpnroved 
Merch 5, 1017. 211 lows epplying to tho old Lissiscsipp. 
Territory wero to remain in Force entil they misht de 
ehonced. williom “yatt olbb was appointed Governor. Jame 
ary 13 » L2l8, tho first session of goverment was held ct 


tek ca. 
xm as 
ee. Stenmhonse 


Elitcoti's Lins . 
Toe bouvtery Line botwoen /Labans oyul Tloride is the 
Linc commonly nom cs the "mond lino,” oF eVLiicottta 
Linc," as distinguishot fron a DLloaccd Line, mown as the . 
"Gppor™ or "Coffee Line,” commoncing at a point on the 
Chatsensocho Liver, neat a place Enowm cs Timrintes Liliss" 
ang thence to the Pordifo River, merkod the whole distance 
by places on the trees cnc by naumic of corth, at distances 


Kf 
ef about ons mile oe 


Documents arenolated 
In 2829 President John Quincy Acdcms had nll the Snanish 
emi French ormiincanices effecting tities in Filorite sod other 


territorics of Trence oné Spain tmnerointed Into a complete 
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Cover meny acres. “heir validity depended upon principles 
of Snenish law, locel usaces, amd the construction of 
treaties, which sconcr or ister, he? to be investisated and 
@etermined before the judicicl tribunels of the country; the 
nagnitude of the controversy delayed Congress, denending upon 
forcicn towel” 

sone documents were collceted reletive to clains derived 
fron the former Dritish Goverment of Vest Tlorida. These 


eleims cover many acres of lend, and appear to be entirely 


mit Guinced, 12 Ler snd equity « 
ffditional Territory 


An interesting pieec of legislation which enlersed 
Escanbin County was an act to detach and taxe a portion of 
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Fors Cravirord , nov in Eseembia County, was one of the 
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points eorliest acétled in Conecuk. It derived its nene 


fron on officer in Jackson's cemmonde Senjenin Jemican. 


Be gotsled within tvo and 2 helf miles from where Fort Crave 
ford gubsequencLy stood, end on the west side of Burnt corn 
Creek, within three quarters of co mile of the present site 
of Breton. This vas the latter part of 1616, or esrly in 
Payee hop morc onan two OF ui Lee cettLenents hed been mace 
in the county eb that time. Soon citer i>. germicon cemc 


Soa Sr Ty, flee OT: + 7 « ate Te es -- ton 
ton Gemmcovton. = Raisers 


an ae wae kh 
j <p +a Govrensh ¢ Tee em Pot ORT Lani: ar 
sag ceeunpicd by the Seventh Gcorgia iecgimeonve Generel Jacxcon 


° 4. at tt es ee J.2 at o > ae 
wes in the habit of visiting the mone o2 Denjenin Jermisane 


as =: 7 nt - oe J. 2 . . me alt mn 
settlements wore them near; tut now ond CUCne oe OvL its Denes 


$.% ceca es an the-gers Ja oe Ta Cee 
Opies We Kod eral oad 18 he ahi Tagg ay ostcusibly on bunving tx 


ee Es SS = 
aT} PEST R an sess rata ~ a ee .% AA ARNG <2 nae _ 
wis = shea, u J Make ae Geel aoe tS et yg ee e 

ceewnee a ea me eRe ea ene TRAD ra TD 

= 4 a = = WH ‘ ons Els Rulon oh aay) 8 See 

2 Ree ~ bis Nil eres se ww wee =~-4 esa baat ASR eee asp KA mor ay oF} or iat ad ww | ra ttu & 
ho —~ Fast a ease ir aecaeen et | ata AAS AT see Sara 
ww @ =~“ 6 @ eee er i Kies Dina Bawa GE Oi! seer ital Gime: cath a i wt @ 

= - ee eee ee OS ered eed 

re Wie hy TY 













#,» . 2 4 " 
ad? ‘Lo exo Sar SSPmied 2 


_ 


re fe: of. 
St fovtuss #2 .dessee ef Bone 







mat & -fui ction ot ostege ai aes 


Socl® off seal oven 


<3 ont Pett h Refee 


| 


When in 1819, it was determined to erect a court house 
on the east side of lfurder creek, Benjanin Jernigm, Reds 
Cook, Allen ond Alexender Ue Caskill, Mabry Thomas, and 
severel othors were chosen by this community to select a 
site for its ercction. The point fixed upon was Sparta.’ 

In 1858 2 telegraphic line of commmicsction was ese 
tablished from Greenville to Mobile. Passing through 
Conecuh, the enterprising company established on office eat 
Evercreen.°+ | 

The one event of marted interest in Conecuh, during 
the yeer 1866, was the removal of the seat of justice from 
Sparta to Evergreen. Two principal ceuses contributed to 
this removal. The first was the totel destruction, by fire, 
of the court house eat Sparta, with all she county records, ond 
the second vas the growing importance of Evergreen, ond its 
eooy accessibility from all portions of the countye ‘wo years 


Later Conecuh lost a portion of her gouthern territory by the 


formation of Escambia County. 62 
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Berly Stace Coach Lin 


The cerly steace coach line passed through Local in the 
northwestern part of the county, where Mr. Ge Ke. Fountain 
settled and petitioned for a post office in 1898, and nmened 
the post office "Local" which was established in his store, 
¢he only store at thet time between Atmore and Jones's Hill, 
which is now Imorm es Frisco City in Monroe County. The nane 
was chengead from Local to Huxford in 1929. 

The first telecroph line followed the old stage coach 
Line thet was cut by General Andrew Jackson while on his 
southern canpaigns. A few of the ola insulators along this 
old line can yct be seen grow up in the trees some thirty 
to forty feet.” 

In 1827 the throush mail to New Orleans began to cone 
this waye It was carried from Montgomery to Mobile in tuvo- 
norse wagons .o# 


First Industrial Center 


The first industriel center in Eseembia County, or in 
this part of tlabame, was established et or ne meat was 
formerly collcd Mason, not far from the present home of 
S.L. EeGowin. At this point Thomas Mendenhall dammed the 


eae = pamnmenetenee a eteeemmammenc ed = 
Comme ee OUNtaia, Letter to WZ 
boon lOUL Lee eristcr, ovenber 24 


creek which is called Mendenhall Creek and utilized the 
water power in the manufacture of cotton carcs, spinning 
wheels, furniture,.ond.lunber, which flourished during ) 
the yeers 1815-1854. It is around this Mendenhall settle- 
ment that practicelly all of the people who ever engaged 
in the Lumber business in this county were born ond reared. 
It was fore 4nnt the older MeGowins, Foshees, Millers, and 
Blackshers were born and reared, whose descendents acquired 
great weelth, ond contributed greatly to the development of 
Escembia Gomitye= 


Murder Creek 


Hurder Creek which flows through Escambia County was 
christened by. a tregedy. In 1788 Colonel Kirklend, of South 
Carolina, with his son, nephew, and severel others, stopped 
at te hone of McCillivry on their way to Persacols; HeGilliv- 
yey sent a servant with them as they left his house thet the 
Indians might Imow they were friends. A piliebee Indian, = 
white men- Cat, end negro Bod murdered them in camp at night 
in what is now Conecuh County, on the bank of the streem which 


hes ever since been called Murder Creck. Cat was arrested, the 





Th. 6 ~6Cthe Brewton Trede Record, November Uae i 
Letter to writer from ir. Da. Leigh Netilion, April 14, 
1931. 
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CHAPTER IIl 


Escembie County is at present primarily esriculturel, 
with thirteen per cent of the total area of 957 squere niles 
in cultivated fields. The main crops are cotton, corn, 
potatoes, and eeewperri as. although many other crops are 
produced on a small scale. The soil and climate will pro- 
duce in commercially profitsble quantities prectically any 
field, orchard or truck crap that is grow between the Gulf 
of Mexico and the Ohio River. The county holds second rank 
in the state in the production of Irish potatoes, and ships 
from 100 to 200 cars of strawberries each year, in edtdition 


to the production of some 12,000 bales of cotton. 


Le De a eet Iniustrial Survey of Atmore, 6, larch 8, 
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ESCAMBIA COUNTY, ADABAMA 
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Aninels on Ferns 


Jamuory 1, 1930 
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ESCAMBIA COUNTY FARM PRODUCTION 


aU ee eens dmmemnenemneseneenennnennnnnmnentensennetamatitietattiieiiaa ainsi isa icssaaassasasasiaasasasasassasaasaaasasAa 


“tstimeted AGES2 e Harvested igoduction and Value of Crops, 1929. 
: t 
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Irish P t : 3 
$ $ } $ 
Peanuts 3 2,000 : 84,000 3 $ $ $ 18,000 
3 $ 3 : 3 t 
Oats 1.000, 3 16,000 3 : $ $ 14,000 
2 3 $ 3 3 
3 3 ° $ $ 
H 3 $ M4 2 
Corn 126,000 %:&286,000 : es! t 3 286,000 
$ 3 & 3 3 
$ $ g 3 H 18,000 
$ ; 3 3 3 
Sugar Cane t 400 3% $ $ : 66,000 : 59,990 
t $ $ : F $ 
Truck Crops H 900 3 $ 3 : : 149 ,000 
BilSGe CLoys : $ $ 8 : $ 
and Fruits 2 3 z H $ Fy 25,000 


4. F. We Gist, Alabama Farm Production, U. S» Department of Agriculture, 
Montgomery, Alabama, January 1,1950, 3, 2-4- 











Noffett State Farn 


Moffett State Farm is a prison form located ten miles 
-mnorthvest of Atmore. It ves purchased under the powers of 
the Board of Administration to sell and ae esricultural 
Lend,” end it ves nened. for Ir. Cherles As Moffett, President 
of the State Board of Administration. . 

The original purchase Sncinied. 3640 ecres, bought from 
Mr. Cy Co Huxford ond wife March 8, 19°28, with on odditional 
purchase of 4728 acres on September 30, 1929, neking a total 
of 8368 ses | 

The farm was ereated with the prime purpose of being 
e demonstration point for the statefs eericultural workers. 
It is a modern, up-to-iate place where the prisoners are 
well treated and cared fore’ | 


8 
There are now 878 prisoners at the Farme 


5. code of Alaboma, L925, 158, section 5586. | 

6, itormation Given to the writer in the office of the 
Roord of Administration, Montgomery, September 24:4 19B06 

7. The Atmore Advence, August 28, 19306 

8. Dorter 220 lr. Ge Ks Fountain, warden, to the writer 
demiory 9, 195Le 














ienot ioobegs | (en  Efee 
toohieet® ,Sfettel .k seta se . 
 cottanininhans fe Bas 

oN foiotos! sosiestg Tagiaeae S 7 
Pn: 3 dowel! olive Aue froma oo a ae 
soya PCTS to eanderae 

7 seza3 8a8S Ye 


ae , 
a 
ws 


Me Hann Draper, head of the stste convict tepertnont, 
estimated the stetetsa investacnt at Moffett nrison form at 
approinately $250,000, which would he- ontirely peid for 
in five FINS. Ho pointed out that the per ceanlte p=eisoner 
investasnt ot lieflett is $150 as comerad with $2,500 at 
BILb; prison.” 

| fins Mouse 


fas county Jiss House 43 Loested at Brewton, ct a 
cost of 55,005. There ere fourteen inmates now in the 
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United States iichrey Numbor Gl, from the Grect Lekes 
to the Gulf, passes through the entire jonsth of the county. 
AG Hobile this woute comnecte with the 612 Snentch Crail, the 
omly ollerose, olieventhor, tramcecontinental hicinnn, extend 
ins from Jesiisomville to Sam Diesoe Lacel rocd eonditions 

are better than the avescace, ami the throuch rautes makes 
motor travel casy ant dolisht®ul te elreast any dosived destie 
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Population 
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Ascorling to inforsation compiled by the Conos nurcen, 
aocnadia gained over SOOO in population since the Last count. 
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Percentace relationship between census and enrolinent 


Yeor Gensus Enrollment Percentase 
1920-1921 6113 5019 82.1 
/loee-1925 6263 52.6 £562 
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Yellow Fever 


On October cad 1893 en epidemic of yellow fever occurred 
n Brewton, ettecking seventy-Tive persous and ceusing the 
eath of twenty-cicght. The yellow fever tras imported from 
ne Pensacola navy yard, end became more severe on eccount of 
he @routh, no rein having fallen for three months oe 

People Ime nothing of the treatment of yellow fever at 
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Colley, Mire and Mra. w41liem Coleman, and Mr. J. Be O'Bannon. 
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